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Germany and Japan in November 1936, and later
Italy, Spain, Manchukuo, and Hungary, combined
to resist the insidious forces of the Communist
International.
In these years (1933-8) hundreds in Germany
were imprisoned and many executed on a charge of
4Communism', while in Russia an even greater
number met their deaths on the accusation of
'Fascist' sympathies. At no point in German-
Russian relations could there have been a more
complete divergence of ideological doctrines, at no
time could the chances of a political rapprochement
have been less apparent.
Yet throughout these same years there were those
in both countries who sought to bring about just
such a rapprochement. One element in the German
General Staff still hankered after the good old days
of the Seeckt liaison, and in Russia it was found
necessary to purge from the military machine
Marshal Tukhachevsky and six of his more brilliant
general officers, who sought to re-establish a closer
relationship with their 'opposite numbers' in Ger-
many, while during the mysterious Moscow treason
trials of 1936-8, members of the Old Bolshevik
Party pleaded guilty to charges which included the
wish to buy peace with Germany and Japan at the
price of the cession of the Ukraine to the first and
the Maritime Province to the second.
Munich and the Change in Soviet Foreign Policy
It was not, however, until after the Czech crisis of
September 1938 that a material change occurred in